SUPERLATIVES

The longest of the bony or “true” fishes is the
oarfish (Regalecus glesne), also called the “King of
the Herrings”, which has a worldwide distribution.
In c. 1885, a 25-ft-long (7.6-m) example weighing
600 lb (272 kg) was caught by fishermen off
Pemaquid Point in Maine, USA. Another oarfish,
seen swimming off Asbury Park, New Jersey, USA,
on 18 Jul 1963 was estimated to have measured
50 ft (15.2 m) long. It was observed by a team of
scientists from the Sandy Hook Marine Laboratory.

Xie Qiuping (CHN) has been growing
her hair since 1973, when she was
aged 13. When last measured,
on 8 May 2004, her tresses were
5.627 m (18 ft 5.54 in) long.

The Grand Canyon was created over millions of years
by the Colorado River in north-central Arizona, USA.
It extends 446 km (277 mi) from Marble Gorge to the
Grand Wash Cliffs – more than the length of London’s
Underground network. The canyon is 1.6 km (1 mi) deep,
while its width ranges from 0.5–29 km (0.31–18 mi).
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On 11 Dec 2004, more
than 5 million people
joined hands to form a
human chain 1,050 km
(652.4 mi) long, from
Teknaf to Tentulia
in Bangladesh. The
event was staged as
part of a protest to
press for fresh polls
in an election.

The Great Wall of China
has a main-line length
of 3,460 km (2,150 mi) –
more than three times
the length of Britain.
It includes an additional
3,530 km (2,193 mi) of
branches and spurs.

The main source of the Nile river is
Lake Victoria in east Central Africa. From
its farthest tributary in Burundi, the Nile
runs for a distance of 6,695 km (4,160 mi).
That’s longer than the Mississippi, Rhine,
Seine and Thames rivers combined!

The longest High Voltage Direct
Current (HVDC) power line is the
Rio Madeira link in Brazil, which runs
for more than 2,500 km (1,550 mi)
between Porto Velho and São Paulo.
The line transfers hydroelectric
power from the Itaipu Dam to
São Paulo across large sections
of Amazonian rainforest.

The longest gridlock ever
reported stretched 176 km
(109 mi) northwards from
Lyon towards Paris, France,
on 16 Feb 1980.
The longest traffic jam
by number of vehicles
comprised 18 million cars,
crawling bumper-to‑bumper
on the East-West German
border on 12 Apr 1990.

The Danyang-Kunshan Grand
Bridge on the Jinghu HighSpeed Railway (aka the Beijing–
Shanghai High-Speed Railway)
is 164 km (102 mi) long. This line,
which opened in Jun 2011, also
crosses the 114-km (70.8‑mi)
Langfang–Qingxian viaduct,
the second-longest bridge in
the world.
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On 15 Oct 2010, engineers working
2,000 m (6,560 ft) beneath the Swiss
Alps drilled through the last remaining
rock blocking the creation of the
world’s longest rail tunnel. The 57‑km
(35.42-mi) Gotthard Base Tunnel took
14 years to build, at a cost of 12.2 bn
Swiss francs ($12.2 bn; £8.4 bn). The
opening ceremony was on 1 Jun 2016.
Full service began on 11 Dec 2016, with
the tunnel set to accommodate 300
trains a day.

On 16 Dec 2011, employees
of Lyreco Deutschland
GmbH (DEU) completed a
37.41-km-long (23.25-mi)
paper-clip chain in an event
at the InterContinental
Berlin hotel in Germany.

On 20 Aug 2015, Shililanshan (CHN)
unveiled a wedding dress with a train
2,599 m (8,526 ft 10 in) long in Xiamen,
Fujian, China. It’s more than 20 times
longer than an American football field.
Mnogo Mebeli (RUS) constructed a sofa
measuring 1,006.61 m (3,302 ft 6 in) in
Saratov, Russia, on 25 Jul 2014.
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At 7.353 km (4.568 mi), the longest train
consisted of 682 ore cars pushed by eight
diesel-electric locomotives. Assembled by
BHP Iron Ore, it travelled 275 km (171 mi)
across Australia on 21 Jun 2001. It was also
the heaviest train, weighing 99,732.1 tonnes
(109,935.8 tons).
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At 41.42 m (135 ft 10.7 in),
or approximately twice the
length of a bowling lane, the
longest bicycle was built by
energy company Santos and
University of South Australia
(both AUS). It was measured
and ridden in Adelaide,
Australia, on 17 Jan 2015.
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The Mærsk Triple E class (DNK) container ships are 399 m
(1,309 ft) long – more than five-and-a-half times longer
than a 747 jumbo jet. The lead vessel is the MV Mærsk
Mc-Kinney Møller, which was launched at the Daewoo
Shipbuilding & Marine Engineering shipyard in Okpo,
Geoje, South Korea, on 24 Feb 2013.
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The reticulated python (Python
reticulatus) of south-east
Asia, Indonesia and the
Philippines regularly exceeds
6.25 m (20 ft 6 in). The longest
specimen recorded measured
10 m (32 ft 9.7 in); it was shot
in Celebes (now Sulawesi),
Indonesia, in 1912.
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Melvin Boothe (USA) had
fingernails with an average
length of 98.5 cm (38.77 in),
when measured in Troy,
Michigan, USA, on 30 May
2009. Sadly, Melvin passed
away in Dec 2009.
The longest fingernails
ever (average, female)
belonged to Lee Redmond
(USA). Her nails averaged
86.5 cm (34.05 in) when
measured for Lo Show dei
Record in Madrid, Spain,
on 23 Feb 2008.
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At 203.80 m (668 ft 7.6 in), the longest hot
dog was made by Novex S A (Paraguay) at
Expoferia 2011 in Mariano Roque Alonso,
Paraguay, on 15 Jul 2011.
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Anthony Victor (IND) has
hair sprouting from the
centre of his outer ears
(middle of the pinna) that
measures 18.1 cm (7.12 in)
at its longest point.
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Discovered in 2014, the
stick insect Phryganistria
chinensis is 62.4 cm
(24.5 in) long. A specimen is
housed in the collections of
the Insect Museum of West
China, based in Chengdu,
Sichuan Province.
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LONGEST HUMAN TOOTH
EXTRACTED
Our line-up of the world’s longest
things begins here, with a 3.2-cmlong (1.26-in) tooth. By the end
of our survey, you’ll read about
a train longer than the Las Vegas
Strip, a traffic jam twice the length
of the Panama Canal and a river
longer than all of them.
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Nick Stoeberl (USA) has a tongue
measuring 10.1 cm (3.97 in) from
the tip to the middle of the closed
top lip, as verified in Salinas,
California, USA, on 27 Nov 2012.

Tongue
10.1 cm

The bootlace worm (Lineus longissimus) is a species of
nemertean or ribbon worm that inhabits shallow waters of
the North Sea. In 1864, following a storm at St Andrews in Fife,
UK, a specimen measuring at least 55 m (180 ft) – longer than
an Olympic-sized swimming pool – washed ashore.
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Harry Hurley of North Carolina, USA, grew a
Vigna unguiculata sesquipedalis that was 1.3 m
(4 ft 3 in) long when measured on 13 Sep 1997
at the North Carolina State Farmers Market.
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A 3.2-cm-long (1.26-in)
tooth was removed from
Loo Hui Jing (SGP) in
Singapore on 6 Apr 2009
by Dr Ng Lay Choo at the
Eli Dental Surgery.
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We often make assumptions about the world we live in, only to find that the
reality is quite different. The longest animal couldn’t be a worm… could it?
Is it possible for a train to be heavier than more than 800 blue whales? And
was there really once a traffic jam of 18 million cars? Read on to find out!
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